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MEMORIES (continued)

MARY M. STEIN – NEWAYGO, MI
Mary sent me copies of newspaper articles that ran in 1951 acknowledging the 100th anniversary of Western 

Union.  Mary obtained these copies from Katherine Eardley, sister of Agnes Eardley who worked for Western Union 
and retired years ago.  The article focuses on the Grand Rapids, Michigan offi ce that was opened in 1858, 7 years 
after the birth of WU.  The newspaper article was too light and the type too small for use in the Newsletter but I was 
able to piece together a photo of some of the 47 “girl” operators working in Grand Rapids at that time and Mary 
tells me that Agnes Eardley is the fi rst lady on the left.  Two other copies show a pony express rider in their waning 
days and the “Daddy of Telegraph Printers”.  Mary, who joined our Honorary Member group this year, says she is 
in good health thanks to the good Lord.


