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Ed cut out this piece from the Daytona Beach News-Journal showing the historic schooner Western Union being
returned to its berth in Key West, Florida after spending four months in Miami undergoing surveys and repairs
necessary to obtain Coast Guard certification. The Schooner Western Union Preservation Society, new owners of
the ship, plan to resume day sails, sunset cruises and charters after certification by the Coast guard, expected to take
about 30 days. Gene sent an article from the Tampa Tribune.
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In this photo released by the Florida Keys News Bureau, the
schooner Western Union, left, arrives in Key West on Satur-
day after a four-month stay at a Miami shipyard for repairs to
' make the 130-foot vessel worthyforU S. CoastGuardceftrﬁ
cation.

Historic schooner returns
to island home in Key West

skimemdthawmunknﬁwn The boat spent 10 years asalo-
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KEY WEST — A 69-year-old
schooner assembled in Key West
returned to its island home Sat-
urday

The 130-foot Western Union
had spent the past four months
“in a Miami shipyard, under-
' going surveys and repairs nec-
‘essary for Coast Guard
certification. The ship returned
to the island because a local or-
ganization formed to preserve
the vessel and keep it home-
ported in Key West.
“The Key West flagship is
home!" shouted the boat's cap-
tain, Lenn Verreau, who has

JOHN C. P. MORGAN -POMONA, CA

12 years.
About 150 local officials and
residents with cheers
and applause, and musicians
played seafaring songs.
The schooner launched in 1939

Telegraph Company for 35 vears.
It is believed to be the world's
only surviving sailing cable
ship, according to local mari-
time historians.

“She is the sole remaining sail-
ing representative of the Key
West maritime past,” said Guy
deBoer, board member of the
Schooner Western Union Preser-
vation Society.

cal tour vessel until its previous
owners ceased the ship's opera-
tions because of maintenance

and renovation costs. In late. .

2007, the boat's owners donated
it to the society on the condition
that it be restored and remain in
Key West. )

Board, members said they
hope the ship wll.l pass Coast

+ Guard inspections in about 30

days so it can resume day sails,
sunset cruises and charters to
offset operatingcosts.

A fundraising campaign is un-
der way for its complete restora-
tions

John sent in these photos showing the Intermediate Distributing Frame in the Metro One Telephone Exchange

in L. A. The photo on the left shows Al J. Sylvester and Sam Panichi with Rudy Kimbers looking through the
frame. The photo on the right shows Rudy at an improvised workbench made from shipping boxes and raised floor
sections. The photos were taken in 1981.
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